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~ANTA CLAUS. These two magic words make 
·J children wide-eyed with excitement. Will their 
world shatter when an older child scoffs at the men-
tion of Santa Claus or when Mother gently tries to 
tell them there is no such person? 
When you visit with younger children this Christ-
mas, brother, sister or a young neighbor, will you 
want to avoid the questions, "Where does Santa 
Claus live? Will he come tonight?" 
Your words will be taken to heart. Will you up· 
set a child's world if you tell the truth, or should 
you tell the truth? 
There is no absolute formula. The possible re· 
actions you may expect are unlimited, but the blunt 
truth is probably not even necessary. 
Santa Claus for many children is a man from 
."wonderland" .... he riqes in a sleigh with reindeer. 
He wears a big red suit and he has a long white 
beard. In description alone, Santa becomes the part 
of a fantastic game. 
A child of 2, 3, or 4 loves stories of Cinderella 
who rides in a pumpkin coach and Little Black 
Sambo who watches the tigers twist into butter. 
They ask for the stories over and over again, but 
do they believe them? Probably not a bit. Children 
love make-believe. 
Does this mean the child knows and will not 
be disappointed if you point out reality? No, Santa 
is real in their world of imagery. To destroy his 
game is to destroy his imagination. 
How long will a child believe in Santa? For a 
while, Cinderella and Santa are both extremely real, 
but with recurring slip-ups of Santa, the child gathers 
his own wit. His interest and curiosity soon have 
him looking for Santa's weaknesses. 
You might play along with his game. Ask him 
how many reindeer Santa has and ask why they 
don't have wings to go through the air. Why doesn't 
he use a car? Do you think his whiskers are real 
or just extra ones? These few questions and their 
answers can help you grasp the child's real feelings. 
If his tale can top yours, it's a safe guess Santa's 
all make-believe. 
Santa Claus is the gift-giver. Can you save the 
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broken heart that might discover a gift is from 
Mom or Dad? 
The bustle of Christmas buying, the air of secrecy, 
can mean as much to the child as the adult. When 
Johnnie chooses his gift for Mom and Daddy, wraps 
and p laces them under the tree, h e feels a part 
of the bustling secrecy. Santa Claus and secrecy 
are a part of a game- not dangerously disillusion-
ing - but unpleasant to uncover in bare reality, 
just the same. 
Santa in the adult world is a symbol of giving. 
He is not a living person, but a spirit. Even you 
may shudder at that cold reference to Santa Claus. 
Then don't try to explain him to the child that 
way. Santa's a robust, cheerful imaginary character. 
We needn't fear him when Johnnie starts asking 
questions. 
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